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| vain ſbew: Surely they are" diſ 
quicied in vain: He heapeth 
riches and knoweth not 'who 

F- ſhall gather them, Pal. 39. 6. 
"Bn. PONmy inward and; moſt retired Thoughts, 
EF when T get out, fromthe Hurry, Buſineſs and 
| We Company of the World,: there doth; Natn- 


”-. Tally recur and ariſe, to me this. Subjet- of 
ſzditation, of the Vanity: of: Man.. What the holy 


hoſt here Tpeaketh by the Mouth, of David, 1stwice 
tought and aſbercd in by: this Adverb of ;Confirmab. 
on, ſurely; thereby intunating and gwing,us.to uns. © 
erſtand,-. that the more .vve know and canfider..of it; - 
tie moxe it doth appear to be ſo, namely, "That. /Man' 
vain, he walketh in a vain ſhew, and he is diſquieted 
BY2I, - , (Ad 


* , 


"In the Margent, oppoſite ta, the. Word, vain, hem; 
tis alt Thhage. From whence 1t may, be traly thought, 
bat as an Image now difters from the thing/where- 
tt 1s an Image or Repreſentation, ſo Man.un- tins 
preſent ſtate” of things Ters from what. he: will be 
In the future {tate of things:. Yea, « as much as a 
ality doth exceed, and 14s more .than, only ;the 
Image, Figure, .Shew -ot Repreſentation, theregt. - So 
much will Man.in the flitare Rate of things, excecd 
Mat mm. this. preſent ſtate of things, As it 18 written 
The 'hbly places made with "_ are the figures of the Hr 
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Heb.” 9. 24. So it may be believed, and fo it will be 
found; that the - Heavens and the Earth which now 
are, ycea,-the- whole v+hble-Creation- and all thinogl 
contained Aherein made by the Hands of God, hiA! 
handy wortg*P1I1. 19. 1. All theſe are the Figares of t/ 
True; : every of which himnſalt faith, \Zhe ew Heaven 
and the new Earth which I mill make, Ta, 66. 22. An 
then'3!l-this preſent Late of things,: is) but \aFignre of 
that true future Rate of things, which. God will certain 
ly. brigg41.. So that: Min at. preſent is\'but a Figureſ| < 
oe, ſhew of-what.Man 'will; be, Somewhat alike tofſ" 
thiscthe Seripture faith," doth nat yet appear hath 24 
we /hall be, but we know that when be ſhall appear ne ſha 

ber'(itehim, far me ſhall ſee bins as he 1.0 

It ode*had only ſeen the Figure or Shew of a thing 
and bad never ſcen the real thing wherxeaf. ut 1s.a Fi- 
eure'br Shew, he weuld not then fo perfectly apprehend 
whit the real- thng It felf was, atthough he might 
gueſs at; and think concerning it. Hence it is that we Ev 
are'fo 'ptrzzled and at. a ftand concerning futurity.  V: 

We? know not what 1t |is, "and. yet we have preat P: 
thonght and ſearching of Heart concerning K. We ſee 1n+ Br 
deed fome'likenefs thereof, but not the thing it ſelf. For 
we know tn part, and we Propheſie in parts Por now we Pt 

Joe thronzh'z Glaſs darkly. And fo we haye ſome faint 6: 
and imperfect gueſſes before hand concettiing, futurity, 
but 1s' to'the thing it {cf It doth not yet appear what th 
w2 ſhall be. But this we beizeve, that 1t wall be better 
and more” real than the ſtate we are now in. That IN| © 
m4y cauſe theſe that lows me to inherit ſubſtance, Prov. 8. 21. ſc 
And fo, as mnch as Sabſtance doth exceed Vanity, fo | © 
much wWlt the future {tate of things exceed the preſent | © 

ſtate of things. w 

Aﬀter that Solomo#, the Wiſeſt of Men, had taken | */ 

a ſurvey of the whole lower Creation, this 1s, the } 

Eviphon#»a and Burden of his Song, Vanity and Vexa-B © 
tion of Spirir, All is Fanity. And bere 10; our Text, : 

the Father of Salomon , or rather the holy Ghoſt by the [ 

Mouth of David faith, Surely every Ilan walketh in 4 
| | | vain 
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vrin ſhww. Every Man, even the moſt Rich or Pro- 
ſperons Man, as Solomon and David were, for they ſpeak ' 
of their own Experience, as well as from the trath as | 
it 1s in ethers. Althongh they heap np. righet, accord=- 


ing to the following words,which 1s reckond the Prin- 
cipal and moſt Subſtantial: end of Lite, © yet {till they 
walk in a vain ſhew. by 

Theword Walk, denotes the conſtancy ' thereof, and 
that it 1s fo for the moſt part, even: thronghout the 
courſe of "this Life. There 1s a parallet alike place 
unto this, in Pſal. 62. 9. Surely Men of low' degree are 
vanity, and, Men of bigh degree ave a lie, to' be laid in 
the balance they are altogether Tiobrer than vanity. Which 
1s the moſt diminutive kind of expreſſing it. _ 

Certain it is,” as to the paſt time of onr Life, Ttis 
all but vanity; for as we conſider thronghly and look 
back upon '1t, then it all appears as a Dram when 
one awaketh, and almoſt all one as if 1t had never been. 
Even the preſent 1s but juſt perceived ind battcth w- 
way. As to the ontward Goo or Eval, Pleafuxe or 
Pain we have, it 1s ſoon oyer' and we are gone." Our 
Bodies, ike brittle Glas or withering "Hay, can 
be foon broken and daſhed in preces, -and are alwavs 
Penthing and Dying. And we lo all fade rs 4 Braf, 11h. 
64. 6. We are as. a Bubble, Shadow or-Dream, or by. 
whateyer may be conceived the -utmoſt vanity. of 
things. | THAIS - : 

By vanity 1s meant what either {-rrcs to no purpole, 
or elfe ſcvems to ſerve to no purpoſe, and m this latter 
ſence, Man 1s varity. - For though he was Created 
to Serve and Glority God, which is a great and real 
end; yet many do neglect this, and then they are va= 
nity, and it 1s flfhtled jn ſuch what 1s written, NVever-- 
theleſs Man biins in honour abidech not, but 135 ljke the 
Brafts that periih, And who do really anſwer that ſane 
good end. Yet throvgh the hidden Myſtery of the 


Kingdom, and a'!ſo becauſe they are converſant a- 


bout nnſeen tnines, they alfo (for the Fleſh 1s the 


ſame cf a Saint'as of a $inrer) ſeem as vanity. Cer- 
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tain'it is, that ſeparated from God, Man is the meercſ_ 


vanity: that .cver was. . Te 1 had planted thee a noble 
Vine, wholly;a right Seed, (that is, in his rclation and 


tendency unto. God his Creator , but if he is one / 


ear ited Frgea, him) they he 1s turned into a degenerate 
Plant 'of a ſerange Vine, Jer. 2.21. Now a degenerate 
Plant or a ſtrange Vine, elſewhere called, wild Grapes, 


Ifa.,5-4.4.wild Olive Tree, Rom. 11. 17. All theſe lerve 


to:no ,Gcodneſs, and bring forth .no-. goed”: Fruit. 
Evcn ſo where Man turns away from, and becomes 
forg<tful :of. God, he. alſo ſeryes to no Goodneſs or 
Eut at iall, but 1s a lump of Fleſh juſt enlivened. 
A. breathing clod of Clay, a Sink and Receptacle 
of Filth and Flegm, a Seed plot of Stink and Cor- 
ruption,, a waiking plece of , Earth. Our Text ſaith, 
Te nalkah in a vain. ſhew, or an Image. So he may 
be fliled a vain walking Statue of Earth. 

How. ſhould the conſideration - of theſe things 
perſwade Man to engage his keart tro approach unto me, 
faich the Lord * Jer 30.21. And for our Soul to follow hard 
after him, and to cleaus unto him. Unto him: ſhall the 
gathering of the People be,Gen. 49: 10. Even ſo our Spirits 
ſhould be gathered, up and United to the Father of 
Sr 1rits. This being the way ta live for ever more, becaulc 
he liveth.we ſhall hve alſo. | 

But on the other hand, if. Man ſhould be ſepara- 
ted from and diſowned by God, he would thereupon 
become vile, abje&+ and vain. 'Bxt now the-Lord ſaith, 
Them that honour me, I will honour, and they that 4c- 
fpife me, ſhall le lizhily efleemed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. The den 
that have tranigreſſed againſt me, ſhmll be an abhorring 
unto all fleſh, Ia 66. 24, For he knoweth our Frame, 
he remembreth that we are but duff. He hath fo made all 


- Men that as hmſclt ſaith, . Al their Excellency, (that 1s, 


above the other Creatures) is of me. The Kighteons i; 
more excellent than his Neighbour SO contrariwilc, 
that Man who 1s without God in the World : There 1s 
yot ſo pitiful and vile a Creature in the World, no 


"Ot the molt ugly Toad, as keis; For whereas the 
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of God, that Vanity is in order to Reality, the F'= 
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| Beaſts periſh, he ſhall after Death, riſe #p to everlaf- 


ing ſhame and contempt, Dan, 12. 2. ; | 
Our Text is chiefly to be underſtood of . the Natural 


| Man alienated from the Life of God, and yyho hath not 


the knowledge of God... But 1t cannot be :fo truly 
ſaid, that the Godly Man 1s diſqniered 'in' vain: 
For he can and alſo doth caſt his Piſquict and Sor- 
row upon. God. And he bath that Faith and Con- 
ideration, that if he heapeth up Riches he knoweth 
who ſhall gather them, that isto ſay, that 18, Beſides 
providing for his own and thoſe of his own houſe, 1 Tim. 
5.4. The Poor ſhall gather theme both in his Lite- 
time, and alſo after his Death. _ ys 
Every Man walketh in a vain ſhew. This 1s to be 
underſtood of every Natural and Ungodly Man, as 
he'1s buiied anly about Earthly things. Certain it 1s, 
that the Natural and Ungodly Man doth more walk 
in a vain thew, than 'the Spiritual and Godly Mau 
doth, for he bath ſome certain propoſed end, and ts 
converſant about real things, even the things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God, whilſt the other 1s 
only employed about vain things, mhich cannot profit 
nor deliver, for they are vain. All this World 15 but 
vanity ; fo that all they muſt neceſſarily walk in a 
vain thew, who do not terminate their thoughts anc 
doings beyond this World, whio do not in Mind ant 
Heart enter within the vail, where indeed and only 15 
the ſubRance of things hoped for. For the Creature was maid; 


Subjebt to vaniry, not willingly, but by reaſon of him who. 


hath ſubj:4:1 the ſame in hope, Rom. $. 21. From liencc: 
it may be truly gathered, that the Creature wh'ch 13 
now made ſubject to vanity, is in hope to be tranſlated, 
changed amt delivered into 2 more real and mucl: 
better (tate of things. And then Man who now 011 
this Farth walketh in a vain thew , will ab: 
(that is to? ſay, ſuch who ſhall be accounted wor hy, 
Lake 21. 36;) 1m a glorious and ſubitantial State. . For 
ſo 1t anda according to the method and appointment. 
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cure 67 Shery goes before the thing Figured and Shew- Fi 


ed. And Perfection 1s to ſucceed Imperte&tion, and Fl 
Mortality will be (\wallowed up of Life, and Incor- __ 
ruption 1s go follow aftex this ſtate of Corruption] 
hb&y2 : And fo likewiſe Eternity 1s to ſucceed Time, 
Thus the Works of God are worthy of himſelf : For as 
the Pſaimilt ſaith, Remember how ſhort my time is, Where- 

fore haſt thou made all Men in vain ? Now it God ſhouldf, 
bave made all Men and all things in vain, this would 4 } 
not have ſeemed (with reverence be it ſpoken and con-('"} 
ceived) ſo befitting an alwiſe God, for it 18 an eſſential 
part of Wiſdom, not todo things 1n vain. But when he 
doth things firft in a vain fate, in order to lead and 
raiſe them up from thence ito a ſubſtantial ſtate, 
this raiſeth the gheſt adrnration of the Wiſdom of the 
Agent, O Lord, how glorious are thy works, in Wiſdom haſt 
thow made them all. 

It is now an uſual thing with Artificers or Builders, Pr 
firſt to draw the Plat-form or Model of what theyf?" 
1ntend to build and make. In:like manner 1t may 
be conceived, that he who built all things (now he 
who built all things, 1s God) did create the Heavens 
and the Farth and all the things that tkcrcn are, 
as a Plat-form or Model of the new Hervens and the 
new Earth which he will make. 

li we coald now have ſuch lively Thougftits and 
Apprehenſions of the new Heavens and new Earth] 
and of the things contained therein , as we {hal} a 
"then have a ſence and feeling and. open tigfit - thereof 7* 
in the future fate, all one as we now have of the things 
in this preſent ſtate, then by reaſon of the ſo much IP}; 
excurding Greatneſs, Duration and Reality of thoſe ®: 
tuture things, we ſhould be otherwilte aftctted and 
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concerned as to them, then now we are. Even whilft by 
our Body'1s on this - Earth, 6:7 Converſation would be n 
in Heaven, and our Mind woutd be always there. || ® 
And like as Strangers and Kilgrims when they are from Þ| ?* 
Fom:-in another Counntry,\- their mind runs ftrll or _ 


for'the moſt part on home, even whilſt they are in the 
2s” | Eid 2 i; | trance 
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ex [{trange arid diſtant place, In like manner-if we did 
angonfeſs our ſelves to be Pilgrims and Sirangers an the 
Pats, Earth, Heb. 11. 13. Our Thoughts, Mind and. Defire 

would be wholly taken up. about Heaven and Futurt- 
meſs: Who then much minds the Figure' pr PxQture, 
- > I#hen he hath before him the thin, Figuredor PiQtured ? 
2r+.0{hen it will appear, that the things which are now 
ala! ble, are as the Figure or Shew ; and only what 
ld hings are now invilible, they ate the Realities : While we 
on..0/90% not at the things which are ſeen, but at thethings 
rat mich are not ſeen, for the things which are ſeen are Temporal, 
helf# the things which are not ſetn, are Eternal. It may 
naJ>2w be ſo brought to paſs by the Word of Faith which we 
to (reach, which ſpeaketh of thoſe things that be not as / 
the h9:29h they were, and warns of things not ſeen as yes 
W. eb, 11.7. That the things which now are not ſeen, 

might.be rendred intelligible unto our Souls, all one 
re (2s the things now ſenſible are to our outward ſenſes. 
a {Þut People are fo ſettled on the lees and funk down 
and 1mmer{ed into ſenſuality and the cares and 


1 concernments of this Life, that they are not altogether 
* ſo much and ſo continually thoughtful about'the o- 


» ther as they ſhould be. Here again our Duty to Gol 
and care for our Immortal Soul teaches, rather to) re- 

nounce things preſent as much as poſlible, that we 

may think and act more after the things to come. It 
Js Sin and Senſuality that do now eclipſe, overthatow 

as with a Cloud and darken the Soul, and hinders 

from the ſight and light of the ſature- eternal things. 

Although we de Daily, yea every Hour and Minute 
© | preſs nearer and nearer unto them. The more we think 
- | of thoſe ſuture eternal things, the more we are con- 
{| vince(l of the vanity and littleneſs of all preſent things. 
; | Theſe are now heightned 1n expectation and 1magina- 
'F tion, but when we know the utmoit ot them, then 
they do clearly appear to be rain. They are net only 
rain, but alſo they ſoon pals away : ſo that the yamty 
8 alſo mfolded in the tranſitorineſs of them. Ir they 
I were rcal and ſubltantial good things, yet tney ought 
| uy A 4 | not 
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not to be' much" efteemed or ſought after, becauſe the 
do ſoonpaſs away and come to nothing. 


- Hence doth appear forth the truth of the following F 


words, Srtly they are diſquieted in vaif* For, People are 
difquieted- An WO o ich p ould nof 


" 1 properly 
diſquiet them at all ; and/alſo the matter anc 


of their: grief {0 ſoon paſſeth-away , that upon this 
account 1t? ſhould not * diſquiet them.” All \Sorro 


and Diſquiet ſhould - be indeed turned into Sorro 
and Diſquiet for Sin. - We ſhould walk ſoftly 411 the 
refidue of our Years in the bitterneſs of our Soul, becaule 
we bave ſinned againft the Lord, the' Habi:atiqn of 
Faſtice, the Hope of onr -Fathers, and this only would 
not be'to be difquieted in vain, according hat 
1s written, Now I rejoyce, not that ye were made ſ0 

but that - ye ſorrowed to repentance: for ye mere ma 
forry after a godly. manner, that ye might receive dama 
by 'us. in nothing. For godly ſorrow worketh reptn 
tance to ſalvation not to-be repented of : but the ſorrow, if 
the world worketh death. For behold this ſelf-ſame thing 
that ye ſerrowed after a godly fort, what carefulneſs | 
wrought in. you, yea, what clearing of your ſelves, yea, 
what indignation, yea, nhat ane yea, what wehement 
defire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge: in alk things 
ye have approved your ſelves to be clecr in this matter, 


2 
row, 'or ſuch Sorrow which ariſes towards: God, be- 
cauſe of kaving {inncd avainft him, is not Sorrow or 
Diſquiet in vain ; tor it produces all theſe real good 
'Eftets aforementioned. But the :Apoltle there ſaith, 
The ſorrow of the- world worketh death. So all Sorrow 
which arifes mcerly from the things of this World, 
; 1s to be diſquicted in vii. As it 1s clfewhere writ- 
ten, WNotrwithftanding in this rejoyce not, that the Spirits 
are fubjeFt unto yous, but ra her repoyce becanfe your names 
are written in Theaven. $0 this thoutd be the ſftand- 


ard and meature of all onr Sorrow and Vexation : | 


to be ſorry or vexed only for ſuch things which hinder 
eur £010g- az.! entrance tnto Heaven 3 and _ Co 
3” Ws. : ws Es IN 


r. 7. From all which it appears that Godly Soi-J 
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Sin committed, or Sin remaining unpardoned, or the 


| apo—_ temptations ' and hindrances of” Satan. 


ear what Jeſus Chrift faith, Ze: not yorr | heart be 
troubled, ye believe in God; 'belicye alfo in me. So let 
not thy Soul be vexed or- difquicted within thee ; altho' 
thou art in Priſon or Poverty, or in pwming'Sickneſs, 
or near to Death 4t felt: For all theſe pat together 
cannot make thee utterly miſerable; 'unleſs God hath 
forſaken thee, and withdrawn his Mercy'and Loving- 
kindyels” from thee. - - Put ibe thou troubled” and dif 
quicted in good earneft, Weep an Howl for'your miſe- 
ries '-that ſhall come #pon you, If thou art in a late 
of Sin, and it hath dominion over thee ;* for this will 
really conſign thee over hd ſink down 1nto everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment. Al our rejoycirg and” diſquiet 


ſhould herice be, according as we apprehend from | 


true Hans and evidences whether God be 1h favour or 
is diſpleaſ?d, Tfa. 59. 15. with ns. As aforementioned, 
Man and all things: feperated from God, 15s the 
meexelt and utmoſt vanity : So here 1f it was not in Re- 
lation to God, there is nothing 1n all the World, 
worthy to- be diſquieted -about, no more than '1it be- 
comes a Man to groan or cry tor the ſcratching of aPin. 
In truth, coni:dering the perpetual Flux of tune, which 
is always carrying and forcing us off from the Stage 
of this Earth, however we take it in good or evil 
part, whether we are pleaſcd or diſpleaſed thereat, yet 
away we muſt : So that 1t 12vot much matter in which 
of the two tempers of Mirth or Sorrow, Contentment 
or Vexation we 4re in. Put this ought to be inoſt mind- 
cd and cared for, whether we Sin or not,. and how 
much good we do; for this 18 not to be concerned 
or :liſquicted in vain, m that it doth tend to realities 
in the end. They toat heave dons oood, ſhall come forth 
to the Reſurrettion of Life; and they that have done 
evil, '0 the Reſerection of Danna: ion. 

herefore Brethren, give all diligence to mak? your 
Calling and Elet!i0n fie, Heaven 18 ſo exceeding and 
etertal a good, thai it cy veyzr be mate too fure 
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off, Here. as. Solomon faith, In the multitude of coun- 
fellors there is ſafety, holds true in things pertaining to 
future and endlcfs Life, all one as in things of this 
reſent Life. -In. the multitude of Godly Books and 
race there 1s ſafety in order to inſtruct or exhort 
or pu in. mind of any thing to make ſure of that 
bleſſed Place. The Wiſdom of God hath {ſaid and. 
ordained, For precept muff be upon precept,precept upon 
precept ; line upon line, line upon line, here a little 
. and there a little, Ila. 23.'10, And as the Scriptures 
were given by inſpuation pf God to make us Wiſe 
unto . Salvation , ſo every thing which 1s truly 
opened and alledged from thence (as Ido this day in 
what I write and publiſh unto the World) doth alſo 
pertain and help to the ſame great and good end. 
- But this is one difference between the formal 
Worſhipper and the real Chriſtian. The firſt thinks 
It an ealic thing to make ſure of Heaven, and that 
it 15 preſently done ; like Saul who did ſay to Samuel, 
Bleſſed art thou of the Lord, I have performeditheCommand- 
ment of the Lord, So ſuch are apt to flatter and deceive 
their own Souls, as if they werefit for Heaven.” And 
like the Young Man in the Goſpe)]. A4l{{ theſe have 7 
kept from my youth up, what lack I yet? As to. both of 
which the anſwer of. God by his Son and Prophet 
doth point out ſomewhat further and more to be 
done. What meaneth then this bleating of the Sheep in 
mine ears, and the lowing of the Oxen which I hear ? 
What mean thoſe unmortified Sins and carnal Paſ- 
fions and Lultings after evil things? And fo 11 ye 
were indeed perfect and fit for Heaven, ye would ſell 
ail that ye had and give to the poor : Ye would part 
with all the Guilt and Corrmption that js in your 
Nature, not only the actual breakings forth of Sin, 
hut even the inclinations and tendences to Sin ox 
Evil; for as long as there remain any of them 1n 
the Body, in the Sight and Acceptation of God, ye 
are not fit for Heaven. For yr and blood cannot 
iakerit the Kinydom of God ; neither ſhall in any wiſe en- 
rey 
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ter into it any thins that defileth. As long as we are 
on this Earth, winch 1s the place of warfare and 
waiting, 'No people ate abſolutely fit for Heaven ; 
but ſill there is fomewbat more and further to be 
done for it. As long -as we have time, ſo there is 
ſpace given ns for Repentante, Rev. 2. 2t. And to ren- 
it yet better and better, to perfect our works, Rev. 3. 2. 


' Yet more and more, that they may thine unto per- 


fe Day, cven till the breaking forth of the :Day of 
Immortality. As long as we are on thts Corrupt 
Earth, and ſMful finning Body, we are never holy 
enough to meet with and. appear before © the holy 
God, but Rill as long as we have life and being, ſo 
ought we to be ſtill a doing according to theExhortation 
which ſpeaketh on this wile, Having therefore theſe 
promiſes (dearly beloved ) let as cleanſe our ſelves from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfetting bnlineſs in the 
fear of God. Bleſſed are the pure in heart for they ſhall 
fee God. So we are ſtill to be upon the clean{ng and 
purifying Work, according to what 1s commanded, 
Waſh ye, Make yg clean. So 18the mind andendeayour v. 
of the true Servants of God, even of the Ele&t and 
ſuch that thall Obtain, Unro which promiſe oar twelve 
Tribes inſtantly ſervings God day and night hope. to come, 
Acts 26.7. Thy God whom thog ſerv/t continually, Dan. 
6. 16. Withont more intermiffion or wearineſs than 
what 1s neceſſary; ſuch Service hath the favour and 
acceptance of Gol. And fo the Apoſtle Pasl ſaith, 
Not as thouth I had already attainet, eirher were alreo1y 
perfeft, I follow afrer, if that I may apprehend that for 
which alfo Þ am apprehended of Chriſt Feſws. Brethren IL 
connt not my felf 10 have apprenended (and fo he did not 
think himfetf fit for Heaven) but this one thing I dn, 
forgetting thoſe things that ave behind, an1 rearning forth 
wnto thoſe thinos. which are before. Thus Bleed Saint 
did take more pains for Heaven than any Chriſtians 
now a Days, and mnci; leis formal Worth:pners can 
pretend unto. He ſaith tins of himſelf. That thre: 
To he did nat ceaſe to narn every Ones night and 1+ 
MT TR OE. : nith 
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with Tears... The conſideration whereof is ſaid to have |; 


made Chryſofoms (who was alſo urer and not a 
loyterer in Go, | 
in theſe days) to tremble be | 
neſs and negligence in the. Work of the Miniſtry 
compared.with that. The ſame Apoſtle was in laboxrs 
more abundant, in watchings, in faſtings, in impriſon- 
ments and tumults. Truly and 1n good earneſt, all that 
ever a poor Mortal Creature can do, putting forth all 
his ſtrength, 1imploying all his tune, ulng and exerting 
all that 1s within and without him, 4# little enough 
to obtain. Heaven. | 

If it were not for this real and great end, all 
Men's doings are 1n vain : For nothing remains in a 
Man but what he doth in the Service of God, and for 
the good of his own Soul. The world paſſeth away and 
the luff thereaf, but he that dath the will of God, abideth 
for ever. All other Acts and Actions periſh in the 
uſing , and at length come tq an utter end, and 
Ggmifie nothing at laſt, . It is to be diſquieted in vain, 
g 2nd to be cumbred about many things 1n vain, and 
for the people to Iabonr in the wery fire, and to weary 
thmeſelves for very vanity, Heb. 2.13. And whereas 
the Prophet doth <> am ask the queſtion, 1s it not of the 
7 ord of Hoſts that people do thus ? Thereby is imported 
forth, that the Lord doth leave them. and withdrayy 
himielt from them, and then they do labour in the 
very Fire, and weary theyſclves far very vanity : 
Which confirms what was aforeſaid ; that although 
Man indeed 1s a noble Creature, wholly a right Seed, 
contidered 1n his Relation to God, yet ſeparated from 
and forſaken by God, he 13 the mecre(t vanity that 
can be. Syrely every Man walketh in a vain fhew : Sarely 
they are diſquieted in vain: Fe heapeth up riches and 
knowerh not who ſhall gather them. 
Death of 2 Man, his Sons come to honoar and he kneweth) 
i: not. So we way give a gueſs how things will beaſter 
our Deccaſe, all one as w- may of ths time to Go 

way ; FN W1:! 


od's Harveſt as 18 the manner of too wayy 
e of his own remif- 


As it is ſaid in the Book of Feb, that upon tle 


( 13 ) 
whilſt we are in ;Life (The like hath been fulfilled: 
in our Brethren of the ſame Condition, Circam- 
Rtances and Years) yet we know not exactly how 1t 


will be. As to our own. forecaſts concerning ſuturi-.. 
ty, moſt, commonly 1t happens contrary, but always 


otherwiſe than we think, or 1magine before hand. 
Foreknowledge 1s the pecular Attnbute of: God who. 
knoweth all things : But 1t 1s not - for us Creatures to, 
know the things to come, But we have hcard with: 
our Ears, and our Fathers have told us, and we have. 
read of feyeral Examples. of thoſe who have heaped 
up Fiches. and knew not who ſhould: gather - them. 
For after that they have been Dead, it may be their 
greateſt Enemics, and thoſe whom they whillt living 
would not ſpeak a good and kind word: unto, nos 
give them ſo much as a Cup of cold Water ;_ and yet 
either by being next of Kin the right of Inkeritance 
did devolve unto them, or by” the contention and de- 
ciſion of the Law, ſome way or other 1t hath fallen. 
unto thein. There 1s ſomewhat alike f6, this ſaid in 
Luke 12. The ground of 4 certain rich an brought forth 


plentifully, And he thought within himſelf, ſayiug, What 


ſhall T do becauſe I have no room where to bijtow my 
fruits, . And he ſaid, this will 1 de, 1 will: pull down 
my barns and. build greater, there will T b:ſtow all my. 
fruits and: my goods. And I will ſay to my Soxl, Sox, 
thou haft much goods laid up for many years, Take thine 
eſe, eat, drink, and be merry. And God faid unto him, 
thou fool, this night thy Soul ſhall be required. of thee :. 
Then whoſe ſhall rhe things be which thos haſt provided ? 
So is. he that layeth up treaſure for ours and is. ne 
rich towardsGod. Whole ſhall thoſe things be which thou 
haſt provided? And 1o he hcapeth up Rickes and 
knoweth not who ſhall gather them. They come. 
near to the ſame ſenſe and ſgmification, It is cer- 
tain, that thoſe thinzs which h= hath proyided, and 
the Riches he hath heaped up, are no longer bis when 
once: his Soul 15 required of hum ; and then he knoweth 
not who ſhall gather them, And whereas thai ey 

| ent 
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lent and wfctul Truth is afterwards added, So is he ; 


that layerh up treaſure for himfelf and is not rich toward; 
God. From all ths ke ant ages ae, it 
appears that the heaping #p riches (which lignifres 
the ADE lent pe ſuperſſuities of ' them) is 
not the | 


| oper end of Life., - Indeed every one ought. 
to be honeſt and dihgent in his Calling, and to pro-ſ6; 
vide for his own Houſe. - But ſaith the.Lord Jeſus, fe 


Take heed \and beware of Courtonſneſs, for a Man's life 


confiffeth not in the abundance of the things which he poſ- 
Sefſeth, So if a Man can have the neceſfartes and 
comforts of Life, by doing tbat (and that only) which 
is Lawfsl.. and Right, to fuch the promiſe 18, His Soul 
Jhall Ive. Tf he can bring the World about and pay 
every, one his own. Tf he bath neither poverty nor 
riches, bat 1s fed with food convenient for him, Such 
an one whilft he fears and; ſerves God and fulfils all 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be more happy and bleffed in the 
end, than he that heapeth up Riches and knoweth 
not who'ſhall gzther them, or than he that lays up 

ds for *many Years and is not rich towards 'God. 

The reaſon and end of things 1s. to be conſidered. 


Wherefore 1s it that any. one deſires Riches? If he |; 


be one' who loves God with all bis Hearr, and: with 


All bis Strength, and with all his Soul, and with all his 
Afind ' and who under{inds throughly the. things: ſe 


pertaining, to, tis Kingdom. Then 3t 4s; becauſe he' bh 
would Honowr the Lord with his Subſtance,. becauſe he Þ| ;- 


would approve himſelf as 4 200d Steward.of the manifold. BY 
gifts of God. For ſo much as we have, fo much we are | 


accountable for. Let hinz zhat ſtole, fleal mo 'more, but 
rather let him labour, working with' his hands the thin 

which is gaod, - thar he may have to give to him that ſar: 
eth, Eph. 4.28. Hence it appears, that even inthe labour 
of our Hands which is to fubminiſter the neceſlaries of 
Life, ſomewl;at our of that ſhonld be afforded to 
Alms and good Works: Much more a larger Portion 
thould be expended towards the fame end out of 
the Plenty and Superfluities of Life. Yea, whatever 
1s 


Ly 
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is more than the neceſſity and converuencies of each 
Family, the ſame belongeth to the Poor, and is their 
due. Whereupon ſhewing mercy to the Poor is called 
eighreonſneſs, Dan. 4. 27. The: more Riches or Money 
any one hath .commutted unto him un this Life, pro- 


Jportionably a demand and: account will be required 
of him. at the Day of Judgment, whether be hath ex- 
.penced_. accordingly for the relief of | the Poor, and 
or the maintenance of good works, Titus 3.8. Asit is 


vritten, Qbey them that have the rule over you, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give an' account; 
So it may be truly ſaid to every one who hath, or 
to whom this Worlds Goods are committed,. do thou 
ſo uſe, expend and diftribute-them forth, asthou that 
muſt, give account | thereof. That tune 'will come; 
even. upon the Death of each one, Give 4» account of 
thy. Siewardſhip, for thou mayeſ# be no "_ Steward. 
And it being afterwards commanded, And 7 ſay #n+ 
to you, Make to your ſelves friends of the maximon of un- 
righteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may reteie [you into 
everlaing . habitations. For we brought nathing into this 
Warld, : and it is certain that we can carry nothing ou So 


in the Day of our Death, and from thenceforward 
throughout all eternity, we ſhall have no benefit of 
gur Money or the Riches we had in this Life,” but . 
- Fof what we gave to the Poor, or diſtributed towards 
the maintenance of good Works. | | 
--. For my part, as I bave a God to ſerve and a Soul 
'fo have (which I deſire as much to have faved asany 
"Man living) In that little Money. which: falls :nto 


my hands, (for the World haterh me, b:cauſe T reffifie of 
it. that the works thereof are evil. If ye were of the World. 
the World mould love his own.) Beſides the neceflarics of 
Life provided for, the ſame 1s the conſtant thought of 
my "445; and endeayour of. my Hands, ſo to expend 
the greater part. thereof, as that I muſt give account 
thereof before God, and fv that I may zive up 4 
200d. account of my Stewardſhip, and that it may be 
moſt acceptable and pleaſing in the ſight of the _ 

" a7 
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and that I may receive 4 all reward, 2. John 8. Evyen 
the Reward of ſach who have done the" beſt Irorks, 
: Now of goottWorks''there 1s'a twofold fort; , either 
butward 'Alms' which 1s a temporal kindneſs to. the 
dying Body. And ſeeing that we have this treaſure int 
Earthen -Ueſels,,and by the! good! health and temperd- 
merit” of 'our Boch , 'we-are better epabled to ſerve 
God, and to ' folow the Duties of our reſpective 
Catlings: | Arid they would Languifh , Sicken and 
Die” without neceſſary Food and Rayment : So that 


the .Subminiſtring” of theſe*to the Perſon who freally Þs 1 


wants them is a-yery great 200d, -1n that 1t- doth pres. 
ſerve Life. ©'Bat* yet as the 'Aptle ſaith, Cover earneſtly 
the beft gifts," and yet ſhew Tto-youa more excellent way, 
1: Cor: 12. 31. As much'as the Sol 18 better and 
a. more enduring Subſtance than the Body, ſo what 
doth: good immediately unto the! Soul, 1s proportion- 
ably a better Work, than "what 18 a temporal kind- 
neſs anto the: dying Botly. Hereupdn the' words of 
eternal: Life, are better than Money or Food, for the 
fornier are all one neceflary to the feeding and-nouriſh- 


ing -up of the Soul ufito eternal Life , 'all one as {u 
Meat and Drink are neceNiary unto temporal- Life. 


According to what David ſaith by the Spirit, which 
{ame: Spirit gave-lum the Faith and Knowledge of 
the, future- and inviſible things of God, The Law of 
thy 'month is better rnto me then thouſands of Gold 'and. 
Silver, Pal. 119.72. So that the making known thy 
. Traith, Tia.'33: 19. Or the'words of eternal Life, and 
the multiplying the _ thercof, 1s conſequently the 
_ of works, as much as the Sout- 1s better than the 

Indeed in this ignorant, bat more eſpecially Cormpt 
World (where we know in' part) things do appear dif- 
ferently unto 'Chrittians, although they all pretend to 
walk by the ſame Rule of the Scriptures. Yet for- 
aſmuch as many called Chriſtians, (who ſeem to be 
Religious and to make a fair ſhew in the Fleſh) have 
a ſecret inward enmity againſt Publiſhing the Yep 

anc 


c þctorehand an enmuty towards, a 


and” Truth of God for the ſame and; allke Redfin, as" 
's; the Phariſees did take Counſel to piit Chriſt to th 7 


ecanſe they rogues that be had ſpoken the Para wnſt 
bem. By n fo ſuch apprehend, . that the Word Spoken 
r Publiſhed is againſt ſome of their own ſinfal,, Cor | 
pt or- Hypocritical doings ;. wes ve they conceive 

s, andafterwards an op- . 


< ſpolition or Perſecution againſt it, and They do not 7e- 


 $rive. the Love gf ihe Truth, 2 Thefl. 2. to. Nonwull they. 
it $0 any thi 


Ir it. But for my part thotigh T.cannoft. 
3s yet ſo fully fay asI could with for, that I have made 


. Þy Heart clean, nor have all my doings as. yet been 


perfectly conformable to thit great and Fong eat Rule 
Righteouſneſs in Scripture, , For in many things we of- 
nd- all. And the Scripture 13 againſt ſome” of my 


loings: which I defire to ceaſe from once before I die; 


- ſndto bring them all, yea every Word and Thoughtin 
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ne unto a conformity and agrecablenels ungo all the 
ords of God's Law ; for I belieye and tremble, that 
e Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt. all un- 


jshreouſneſs of Men. Which word Unrighteonſneſe ſig- 


fies what 18 a variation from the great Rule of Righ- 
rouſneſs - aforementioned.., Yet nevertheleſs Tam fo 
ar from conceiving an Enmuty, Oppoſition, of: Per- 
:cution againſt that forms of ſound words in Scripture or 
ny ef.them, that can do notbing againſt the Truth, but 
r the Truth. And conſidering 1n my Mind the ex- 
ceding preciouſneſs and neceſſity of the Truth 1n otder 
b bring others and my {elf unto cternal Life, it being 
qually neceſſary for that end, as Meat and Drink t5 
ep and -preſerve temporal Life ; as eternal Life js 
nuch beyond and better than this preſent temporal 
ife,” yea more then Ten Thouſand fold, here toallude 
nto.thoſe words :of the Apotl Tet I had rather ſprak. 
words with my underſtanding, that by my woict I might” 


ach others alſo, than ten thou ne ous 3 os ab” 


now. In like. manner if I had fo much Money, I 


- tad rather beſtow five Pounds towards the Publiſhing 


f God's eternal Truth, which 1s to feed up the So 
| | B unto 


by 


ugto eternal- Life, then Ten Thouſand Founds.t to fe d 
"yY the, Foor. that 1s, to' feed their Bodies: only Ta." 

bad bad wheres Arkat and I 41d been five $p 

to the hihing of, God's eternat' Truth, and 
I, did. indeed, f tow. Fen Thouſand Pounds to- 

w wards Feding of the Poor ; yet T' ſhould haye mote ' 
W160 of a. better Reward from God for the five 

xpen that way, than from the Ten Thou- 

Ponds ei ribited tt other way ; becanſe of the 
ſa. much ,more Excellency and Precionſh neſs of T7wh, 
which is for the Joving of Te Soal, over 'ontward Als 

which is only for the the Body 

It ahe Comma of h Buy be "Trath and fel it 
not, ff Wiſd on, TIS, and Undirtanding. ot 


{hould tot Peopl lay out their Money to bel 
wards the ſaying of of theit ow as 8 Th h þ brlp og 


By hrs le ay ae eat andDrink 
to fee lo but t ey gue a and will not lay 
a thi Money for ſuch Books wherein are contalhed 


, of Truth, which are requiſite and necelinny to 
ro the Soul unto eternal. 5 and to mak e 1t pre- 

pared or the Lord; all one as Meat and Drink are neceſ- 
ſary to nouriſh and keep the Body in Life. The teafon 
Wh 10 ledo not alike in one Caſe as in the other, 
15, ies "that enmity againſt the Truth, which' is 4 


Root of 2 "le ng ing up and Ben them, and there- 


by many are 12, 15. Becauſe alſo they are 
not Alike ſenſible of the Roy wy the Truth to-the 
ſaving of the Soul, as they are Enfible of the nece{- 
ſity of Food in orderto feed the Body. But when that 
tine is come which haſtencth upon all us livi living, when 
110 ae bf is for the Belly and 8 Billy eats, but 
God ſball_defiroy bpth jt hd them. The Graf? withereth, Tht 
Flower Jadah LG all material viſible things come to 
anutter end ſhall be nomore at all) but the wort-0 
| our Gl all ph: omg tet :Then ſhall ye return and at - 

cern.0 loalowyao\ the knowledge of the Truth would 
have been to the {a ors of your Soils, mach more than 
re can. now diſtern in thele Day of" your fleſh; _ 
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yet "it did-not ſatish 


9) | 
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3s will then'be more ſenſible of that reptoof of the 
Spirit of God, Wherefore do you ſpend Money for that which 
33 not Bread, and your labour for that a not 2 
Ifa.55. 2. Wherefore do People ſpend all their Money 
for that Bread which was only for the ſapport of this 


dying Life ; whereas it it 18 his wg o:that they 


d Conſecrate their gain: unto the Lord, and their ſub- 
ſtance hes the Lord * the whole Earth, Micah _ 3 


-And towards the making known his Truth. Even then at 
the very time of receiving, 1t might be perceived, that 


the 


zhoug 1t did feed the Bod 
en the Tout and 9 1t wainctBrexd 
to the Soul, as1t was to the Body. Man doth aot live by 


Bread only, but by every word that proceedeth ont of - the 
Atonth of the Lord doth Man live. By the Word of God © 
the-Soul is to live eternally. | This is that Bread which 


cometh down from Heaven, nt as your Fathers did eat 
"anna and art Dead (and. 10: they that have! what can 


'be deſired fot Food and Rayment, muſt die) He thaz 


eateth of this. Bread ſhall live ph ever. Now we are 
taken up chiefly if not wholly with things ſenſible, 
then we ſhall be let into- things Spiritual; and they 
will by their remaining always before us be. then the 
whole of -qur -: bts, aryough perhaps now it be 
none or the leaſt of all. It will be the Queſtion and 
Reprook in the ſtate of Etetgly, ly People did in the 

ays of their Fleſh beftow their labowr for that mhich 
ſatisfieth net. TheScene will then change, things will then 
appear -oppoſite-and contrary-to what they :do now. O 
then that ' d welleff upon many Waters, ut in Trea- 


ſures, thine end 1s come and the meaſure of thy Covetonſneſs, 


Jer. 5 ag- Then it will appear bow little it doth 


En INE 
to have been | out many things, When one thing 
3as nerdful and we ſhould have choſen the better po 


_ which mew n0t have been taken from us, now all other 
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clearl r, how that Mai ut ths 

6n Earth elk in 96inſhew: ck be dai Him 
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in vain : He heapeth up Riches and knoweth not who ſhall 
here is ſomewhat alike tothisin Mab. 2 6\Wo to-hins 
that increaſeth that which-4# not his. Hom long? - And to 
him 'that ladech himſelf ' with thick clay. O 'that ſuch 
Peapke would conſider of: this, who make 1t their mam 
and-principal end of Life: and'conſume almotlt all their 
time: un getting of Money or' Riches. '-They know not, 
or are not ſenfible of as much, -or at leaft they Uo -not 
take fuch warning ſo-astoreframn, how that the Spr- 
rit -of | Gott doth pronounce'a Wo agamit 'them.' ' To 
Buwld and : another ſhall Inbabit,-or to Plant and an- 
other \ſhall eat the Fruit thereof, "18 according to- the 
Curſe of:God 11 the Book-of Dexteronomy'; as allo it 15 
a Diſcouragement, Vexation'and Dxſquiet to the Crea- 
ture 1n1tsſecking and laboring thereafter: That increaf- 
eth that mhich gs not his. Ag, but ſaith the-Creature 
1s mine whenlT have it.” To which the Anſwer of God 
preſeatly and ;immediately-{ucceeds How long? | That 1s, 
How long w1ll tbe before 1t 18 taken from thee ?Or hozw 
long wilt it be before thou'ſhall be taken fromtiit ?.\One 
Day will certainly come whem'it ſhall be no longer his, 
when''he thall be diſlodged from this/Tenement of Clay 
(that 18, the Body) and'thers he can no1onger lade him- 
ſelf with ©hick Clay, that '1s, heap) up*-Silver or: Gold. 
Let Peopte be: never fo much Butied or Employed: in 
tcaping up” Riches or "getting Eſtates, 'Fet the vey 
N:oth -Ptalm/ lies expreſs: againſt-them, . For\when' he 
die:h, he fhalt carry nothing awdy; his Glory-ſhallinot deſcend 


after him By reaſon that Death is'to ſucceed and ſhut | 


up atl;''77 _—_ Man walketh'in a vain ſhew ©: Sarely they 
/ are dijquitted in vain< Hy heapeth up' Riches-and knoweth 
MAvt W Jhall: ather them. DS © 2 UENSSYES 03 5; | 
 -- Asknow- The Gentrarion'that were before "thee 1 
the World; who are 'now /actually-/gone oft* from 'the 
Stage bf:this'Earth And dothnot their Life here appear 
| tobe 4-vainfhew, andtheyſcem to: have been diſquieted 
- v-v4in; 'Asthair conditionis-already, . ſowillours be 
11.2 very\thais times or. weſhall: al{o dheand be-with 
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them and like unto them. Iri one ſence that*js vain 
which hath att end ; and' when that'end is come, 1t 
ſeemis all one as 1f 1t hadnever” been: ''ExaQtly ſo 15 


our Life here on! Earth; for when it-is ended (W: bring 


04x Years: tan end as 4 tale that i, told ) it oth fo ſeem 
npon- the” review or'looking back, and ſo it 'will be at 
theend: of things. 98 "OR 


- Now'to improve the whole foregoing Diſcourſe in 
wo or three Pra&ical Uſes and Inferences; 


{ TheFirf Shall be, that-we know our ſelves: The fault \ 


and erroar of the reaſonable Creature is; that heftathes 
and 1s-employed about things which ar&outward, : but 
he':deth”' not come fo home and near' to'himfelf as he 
thould do; © He looks too: much without, 'but-not with- 
in himſelf. The Heather didimagine that this ſxying, 
Know thyſelf, did deſcend from Heaven, becanfe of the 
excellency ' of it, but chiefly becauſe 1t* 18 the Mind 
and Will of: Gad our Creator, that we ſhould know 
our ſclves, and the more - we-know of onr ſelves, the 
more we know of our own vanity. It hath been faid, 


That all Pele will hnowthemſelves firſt or laſt. - But this 


8'theFault and errour of 'the moſt, that they come-to 
know: themſelves when it 18 too late. LZijke the Fooliſh 
Virgins who whilft they went to bay, the door /was ſhut, Mat. 
25. 10. F-have'heard of one who was-of x finfal Lite 
and Convertation, butin the time of his laſt Sicknes 
did/cry oat,  7Aan is vahtity. Bat why hd he not lay 
that to Heart'"1n the' midft of -Life and*Health; when 
he was lufty and ſtrong? For Man even in his beft7tate is 
altogether wvanity.' | Bat the thing-18 ' by fuch Þ| 
at the end, and not at 'the besmning. © Whereas If ye 
were thronghly underſtood at the beginning, tt wonld 
do good ; but it only cnhanſes' the Miſery and fad Re 
ſentment when'it isrefleed 'upon at theend, for then 
it is Remedilefs. FP ULGDIIP TS Bay ofa; np ys 
We (hon look much within the Glaſs of ur ſelves, 
and. when we know ant apprehend cpncerning our 
ſclves,' we (hotild conſider imnch of 2 remember it, 
and not! 9s away aut —_—_ forgettin.” what mannes 07 
| J Nan 


: _ 


ng 
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| 
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4 
Am near, Jawes 1. 24- And' when we look within 
our ſelves , ' and narrowly conſider our ſelves, we 
ſhould :give heed te what manner of thoughts do 
in our Minds. El pay thoughts of Pride ſhould at 


any time-ſtart up, check them with this conſtler- 
ation and reaſoning 3. Wietetore is Duſt and Aſhes 
Proud? If they be concerning thine own Confump- 
tion and Withering away, Dying and Mortality, 
there cheriſh them, and conſider more and more there-._- 
upon; for ſo the holy Gheſt wiſhes and adviſes us 
rtal Men, O that they were wie, that they underſtood 
this, that they would conſider their latter end. As we are. 
always Dying, ſowe ſhould have the continued ſenſe 
thereof: As we are indeed yain, ſo we ſhould have a 


knowledge. of this our Vanity: Saith Fob in his Expoſtu- 


lation.to God, Wilt thou altogether look upon what is va- 
nity, and para a Leaf that is driven to and fro? Every 
puff of Wind doth move a Leaf; and ſo Man 1 like 
2 Reed. ſhaken mith. the Wind, of Sickneſs or ſad Acci- - 
dent, and he 15 liable to danger and hurt every Mo- 
ment. | Each thought . doth fluctuate and toſs his Sout 
up and down. If of good, then this 1s apt to lift bym 
up. But if the thoughts-be of Pain, Vexation or Emil, 
then this doth as much ſink and. caſt him down. 
TheLord knometh the thoughts of Manghat __ vani 
Pal. 94. 11. For fo they are 1n the efteem | 


ry 
em of the Alwiſ 
God, Even fo there may beperceived in our ſelves alfo, | 
ſomewhat alike to this Knowledge of God. For when | 


- 


we conſider throughly upon-wha#'is called or ſuppoſed 
to be the greateſt Wiſdom of Nations, or of what arc 
reputcd wile Men, or even of our own beſt and greateſt 
iſdom. _ It doth all ſeem and. appear to us/but as 
{illy and footiſhin the main, or at the utmoſt it 18 tntly 
vain. ,For the belt Wifdom, Contrivance. and  Ma- 
nagement here is converſant only about vain thipgs, 
As 2 Figpre now difters from the thing Figured, Vani- 
o from Subſtance : $0 all the; Wiſdom that is now, dit- 
rs from and comes ſhort of what Wiſdom will bein 
the future ſtate of. things, as it ſhall then _ _- 
MM neels 


| vanity, ſhall at length be delivered .into.a fab 


| ſelves alſo, mhich have the fir fone of rpg up Þ 
or 4. 


Angels and Men. Far the Creature was made ſubjett- 0: 
vanity, not willingly, but by reaſon of him that Jai d the 
ſame, in Hope. * othat t] the Creature, (by which 
is /414gnified what 18 now Created) 1s now made ſubje&t _ 
to vanity; yet at this yery fame time wherein 'now 
it 1s. under vanity, yetit-:1n'hope tobe rendred and 
reltoxed again irito a ſubſtantial and glonous (tate. The: 
certain Truth whereof 1s confirmed. Þy the, word 111+; 
mediately following, Becauſethe Creature it ſelf alſo ſball 
be delivered from the nies of Corruption into the glorious, 
Lilerry.0f the Children of God, And 1f the Creature ſhall 
be delivered from Bondage into Liberty, from 
tion.into CMorke 38 the Spurit here faithexprell 

then alſo the Creature which-1s now made 


tia 
fate and being.. For we. lnow- that. the Ro I 
greneeh and travaileth in pain together.until now, That is, 
»y reaſon of the Vanity, Corruption, and Bondage: 
which is at preſent-upon 1t.” And not only.they,; bay our. 
even we 


our ſelves groan within our ſelves wing :Adop- 
tion, to-wit, the. Redemption of our Body. For we are faved, 
by hope, but hope that is ſeen, is not hope,: for what a Man 
ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if we hope for that we. 
ſee noz, then do we with patience wait for it, Rom. $, 20. to 
Verſe 24. 25. Now.compare theſe two laſt Verſes with 
Heb. 11.1. Where the ObyeR of Faith 1s mentioned 


' by that Expreſſion, Now Faith is the ſubſtance of things 


hoped for. This word,S«bſtance, whereby the futyre things 
are expreſſed, is in oppoſition and :contradiftunction 
to that vanity, wherein all preſent things are 2 And 
not only they, - but our ſelves alſo are made ſubject to 
this vanity : For conſider Man in his Frameand Con- 
ſtitution, He is Du, made up of Vilenels, Weakneſs 
and Mortality, walking up. and down like a ſhadow, 
4 little dependent being, a breathing clod of- Clay, 
A orig Sink of Flegm and Excrements, ;a n 
lump of Brittle and frail Fleſh. Know thy ſelfthrough- 
ly and truly, which the more! thou doſt, the-more xca« 7 
"4 ro, y 


uy" 
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17 thou wilt ſubſcribe and inwardly 'afent unto the 


truth* of what rr pod God faith'by the Pfalmiſt, 
Surely every Man malketh in a vain ſhew * Surely they are 
diſquieted in vain : ' He heapeth up Riches and knoweth not 
who ſhall gather them. — .. Fo | 

' Secondly, T wonld apply the foregoing Difcourſe as 
to my Publiſhing the '7-#hs of God unto the Peo- 
ple of this my. Genetatzon' and Country, and asto 
their receiving of them. "One principal Confideration 
which firſt brought me'acquainted, with the Ways of 
God, was concerning the yanity of all things of this 
World. And there was 2 deſire in me, if T might ſome- 
what take off from! this' vanity of things by real and 
enduring ations: . Tt 15 = Hong , that nothing remains 
in a Man but what he doth in the ſervice of God and 
for the good of his own Soul ; and all hisdoings beſides 


that great end are vain. ' Which Confideration 


throughly weighed ſhould inſtra&t and exhort thoſe, 
who ſhall hear or read theſe words, to frame and _ 
al! their doings towards this great end of ferving God, 
and faving their Sons, or- for the good of them. For 
whatever their Hand finds them to do beſides, 1s vain. 
Even our week day Labour in our ſeveral Callings and 
Occupations (which takes up moſt of our time) may 
be alt brought under this great end. And whatſoever 
Je do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and not unto Men, 
knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall receie the reward of 
the Inheritance, for ye ſerve the Lord Christ, Col. 3. 23, 24. 
Even ſo in whatever we Labour or are Employed, Pro- 
vided always, it be in things Lawf#l and Right, and 1n 
compliance with, and obedience unto that primitive 
Ordinance of God, 7n the ſmear of thy Face ſhalt thou eat 
Bread : It may be alſo Spiritualized and referred up'to- 
wards God, by having our heart fixed on the inviſible 
God at the very ſame time, According to what David 
faith; My heart is fixed, My heart is fixed : And ſon 
our ſeveral Work and Buſineſs, .1n our Trade and Em- 
ployment we may ſerve God and Chriſt alfo., The 
hp:tnt-man , whit tis Hand 1s vpen- his Plow, 

A T7 may 


w 


”waAwwa co INES 5 <4 4A mfr ft» =—=nG@eoDR. 


Vu WO aca = 


bk Font 


'I ſpall come from the preſence of the Lord, Adts 3: I9.' 


(25) 


may have, his heart upon Gol at the 'very fame time; F700 


and then altho the Plowing of the Wicked is Sin, yet 'al 

things' are good to the Godly, and *this. laſt Perſon, 
even» in his Plowing may and doth ſerve God. $6 it 
may be as to others; whilft each_ one 1s handling'the 


'Tools or Inftruments of his reſpe&ive Trade or Ent-' 


ployment, Let hins lift up his heart unto God in the Hea- 
ens, and have the defire 'of his Soul. towards him, that* 


he ny pleaſe and find Acceptance'with him, and" 
[ along he will in his Labour ferve the Lord; 


then a 
and fo his Labour will not be in vain in the Lord : But 


after that he hath therein ſerved God 1n/his Generation, © 


he ſhall at laſtenter into the Ref which'remaineth for- 
the People of God. \ Although: he did meet with weart-/ 
neſs in ' his Farthly Pilgrimage, yet abundant compen- 
ſation. will be made for all, When the times of refreſhing 
The ſame wife Man, who faith, - AI is Vanity, faith 
alſo, All things are full of labour. But thus * might 
2 ordered, even by referrinz it up towards ' God, whs' 
15. the beginning and end of all things, that we may' 
not labour _in vain, but lahoxr in hope, to.come and. 
partake of thoſe good things which the Lord God hath 
promiſed. | 54 "CE 


For all People will walk every one inthe Name of his 


God, and wm: will walk in the Name of the Lord our God: 
for ever and ever, Micah. 4. 5. So it is ſeen, that thongh' 
wearein a World of vain things and 1n the very mid{t 
of them, yet every one is for going on in his own ways. 
That expreſſion 18. very obſervable, And Samuel ſaid 
znto the People, Fear not, ye have done all this wickedneſs, 
yet turn not ade from following- the Lord, but ſerve the 
Lord ith all vour. h:art, and turn. ye nar aſide, for then: 


| ſhould ye go after ugin things which eannot profit, nor de- 
lives for they are vain,” 1 Same. 12.29; 21. . Here it is 


expreſly. ſaid, that if People turn afide from follow-' 
ing the;Lord, then they 20 after vain things which' 
cannot prafit nor deliver, ' for they ETSY: * But fur- 
ther, even in rethings'\pertaining to. Gol and Relig; 

CV; « it 
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houghts, 1a. 6 
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ifter vain 


and. from. the 


DOE 


aty.. Worſhi for- 


tude, ye.ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom 


ven 9nd it will not be a Religion Unto. 42s 
Oe of the. Soul. + How many do. exen on the oed's, 


Holy-day fhand in-the The doors of their, houſes, 
23:0 ” ſit in the Chimny-corner, or ws in Frog 
Bra 


Finding their own Pleaſure, and ſpeaking their own 


mords (both which are reproved, Iſa. 58.. 13.) And, 


talking of ydin things, Which cannpt 0 nor deliver, 
nor do them one. jot of good as to their own Salvation, 
rather than they will heax 'or read the good Word of 
God, Or medites:; in bis Law day and ni zo They are like 
The deaf Adder that ftappeth her ear, which will not hear- 
ken to 4A voice. of Charmers, Charming never ſo wiſe- 
ly, Plal.58. 4a 5 


Yea, evenamongt the ſeemingly Religibus alſo are 
Ennd th thoſe who ſhew forth wy Sin and Stubborn 


nels 

God. Bur ut wato Tſras) he ſaith, (obſerve that word F þ30 
for it 1s not there ſaid unto the Heathen ). All 

; forg have I 'frrxched forth my hands unto a dif obedient and, 


| gainſaying. 


if People 5 "ay _- 4 nat good, fee tþ their om... 

2; An ng to their own. 

| bions ,- 29 pO acvrtng 3 to the Rule and- 
Dicion 1298 \patten, a Word: Here alſo they, go- 
the {avi ng ch cannwh gp s 1, poaral, 

to. we") nor aeliver from the Wrath. ©, 
herceneſs of the Wrath of At- 


ity, God, For they, are vain. . And yet, how many. 
anily feree God and nina Rhys | 
4.0 49 


do. yoterrt them-.. 


mltitude ;- although Suit Jeſins,. 
e Truth, and the T7 faith Re \ 


1 _—_ t Righecgs ſhall exceed the Righteouſ-. 
_— of *® 2 yo tg ſar « ſhall.in no *-71 ” 
into the Ki ones, of Heaven. 6 like manner 1t may. 
be lovely r "Except your Rehgion (hall mY 


the common, caſtorary, and quthde Religion of the, 


ſome part of what's in truth the Word. 
day. 
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| other Preachers and Scribes have omitteil, 
- | Therefore they reject and receive not that 


__ 


this matter, Becauſe as he was, ſo ave we in' this 'prifent | 


: [World) Namely, becauſe that in my Pr "and 


Writing, I have ſo learned from him"my 


and 

: [Example whoſe ſteps herein I follow, I do alſo reach the ' 

way _ in truth, neither care Tfor any Man, for Ivegard 
e 


not t 


perſon of Men, Mat. 22.16. For fl yee leaſed 


. [Men, I ſhould not: be the Servant of Chriſt. 
* [holy Brethren, partakers of the heavenly Collng, conſider \ 
ft ny 


the Apoſtle and high Prieft of our Profeſſun, 


. [Who was faithful to him that appointed" him, as alſo' 


7 was faithful in all his houſe, Heb. '2. 1, 2. And 
ſo I do make it my ſincere and atual endeavour to be 
faithful to that God who appointed me'to the Mini- 


' | try of bis Word, by his having enabled me, and given 


we a knowledge thereof, and by putting words into 'my 
Mouth, and fo F make it my endeavour- to be faithful 
in all the Miniftration thereof. Hy chat hath my word, 
let him ſpeak my word faithfully, Jer. 23-28. AMqreover 
it is required in Stewards, that a dan 0 og faithful, 
1 Cor. 4.2.And becauſeI have not ſhunned to declare unto 
the People of this my Generation and Country, all the 
| the counſel of God :* But 1n the things I have written 
unto them, I have mentzoned ſome which 
23. 23; 

"6 the 


Word of God which hath been committed to my Mi. 
piſtration, Speaking evil of me ; Who for this their _ 


> » * . 
, J 
—_— 


— CC - + 
Falſhobil-and'Partiality, Afal: 2. 9. Stubbotnneſs and'fv 
Rebellion, ſaxll give account to hins that is ready to judge 1 
the qui aud the dead. why 17 553..:2:.180 
. Thirdly, : Seeing that all things here. on Earth are fn 
_ vain, and+Maiithe chief-inhabitant thereof walketh [C 
in a vain ſhew; How ſhould: this Knit and: Unite. our Jh 
Hearts up unto. God hiinſelf, and alſo towards the» 
future ate of things, for all there is Reality and Sub-p 
ances God himſelf 15 the moſt real and fubRantial Ft 
being that can be, for he created all things, and now! 
upholds them by the Word: of his Power. If any: [/ 
thing 15 real, God himſelf is mach more' ſo; and: foifr 
likewiſe: are: all the things pertaining to his Kingdom: fa 
in Heayen. The Creature was made ſubjett to vanity, God' th 
made all- things-on this Earth fo vain, to the intent” | 
to draw off oar Defires and AﬀeRtions yet more from [pz 
the things of this World, to fix and ſet them. on him: ſet 
ſelf and the things above, that in our carneſt continu- 
ed ſeeking after Earthly things (they are Enemies to the' | 
Croſs of - Chriſt, who 'mind Earthly things) we may meet 
with this kind of Check and Reproof from our Crea- 
tor, O ye Sons of en, How long will ye turn my Glory inta' | 
ſhame, bom long will ye love wanity and ſeck after lea- 
fong 2: Selah: Pal. 4. 2. Importing, that whilft the Sons: 
{Men do love-yanity and ſeek after leaſing, So long 
they turn. the glory of God into ſhame : In that hereby they | 
do,quite pervert the very deſign and order'of.:things.. 
For whereas/God deſigned his own Gloty in-making. 
Mana reaſonable Creature, that is, one: capable to 
ſeek aſfor. himſelf, and the things of the-other and bet- 
ter Wofld ;- But by loving vanity and: ſeeking after leaſing, 
Man: doth-degenerate himſelf, {And being :made in Ho- 
nour he abideth-'not. - When it- would be for the Ho- 
nour and-Glory of God if he did purſue the right end, 
bat by not doing or 1ntending that, be' doth-propetly 
rryn the - Glory. of God; \4nto_ ſhame. + For it would: |. 
be'a e. if  an-alwiſe God ſhould make reaſon-' | 
able Creatures-for-no-better: and higher - an-end than to 
love vanity-and:ſerkafier leafung:\ Whereas tiere'the fanle 
#6: | -* 
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ſis in the Creatures themſelves, and1in no wiſe in Ged 
n&{whoCreated them. In like manner,every a& of Sin doth 
dee i9rn the Glory of God into ſhame. for the ſame Reaſon, 
\ [becauſe it 13 a perverting of things from what he firſt 
are {made and deſigned them ; for he Created Man to ſerve 
ett ]God and do Good, and not that he ſhould Cormpt 
ourhimſelf by committing Sin and Evil, or by lovin 
the pony . and ſeeking after leaſing, Vanity 1s ai 
ib-fpleaſing unto the Lord as Sin and Evil 1s. For this is 
1ab Jthe Will of God, even your SanRification, that not fo 
owJmuch as Yain theughts ſbould lodge within ye, ſer. 4. 14. 
ny: JAnd that People ſhould not ſpark vanity, PAAl. 12. 2. nor 
fo truſt in vanity, Wa. 59. 4. Much leſs commit or do the 
»m:Þame. But as we are commanded, Not to touch dhe unclean 
od' thing, So we are to refrain from all vain things as 
"(much as it is poſſible to do in this vain World which 
2m. ſpaſſeth away.According to theExhortation which ſpeak- 
m+: ſeth on this wiſe, JF ye then be riſen in Orif, ſeek thoſe 
1- [things mhich are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the Right hand 
rhe. of God. Set your affettion on things above, not on things 
ect. lon the Earth. For ye are Dead, and your Life is hid with 
a- Chriſt in God: When Chriſt, who is our Life ſhall appear, 
nto. then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in Glory. 


ns:| Beloved,when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
ng of the commen Salvation, 1t was needful for me to 
rite unto you, and exhort you, and put you in mind 
- of the vanity of all things of this World, that People 
[ſhould not forſake God and: depart' from the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, we'd aſide from the 
Truth, out of Love to this preſent World, but that ye 
z7,. [ſhould Love God "more and the World not at all. 
ſo [For if any Man loveth the VWorld; the love of the Father is 
wm not in him. 
3 03 513, Dil .cox 1. 1633. 201 nr bs3y; 
ly ..1 . So, Witneſfſeth and Exhortetly - - 
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ts | a Scribe inſtructed in the Law of God, and 
in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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| Truth. that they wight be Saved, 
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Printed in the Year 1900. And are to b 
Sold untoſuch who' will receive #he love 
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Advertiſement. 


h eſe are to give notice, That I have ſeveral other 
+ Practical Sermonsor Diſcourſes ofmineown Com- 
0 poling lying by me in Manuſcript : Which ifthey who 
[have the Plenty or Competency of this World's 
| would (According to their ſeveral Ability, AQts 11. 29.J 
8 Thus Conſecrate ſome-part of their gain and ſubſtance unto 
the Lord, Micah 4. 13. So as to be ready to _ ibute, and 
willing to Communicate towards the outward r and 
e of the Printing and Publ of them, it 
would be for the Glory of God (in wating known his 
Truth, 112. 38. 19. And for the Edification and Benefit 
of his Church and People ; aud cn it would 
be a Good work itt fuch Perſons who ſhall be helpful 
and any ways aſſiſtant herein, for which they would be 
rewarded, by God in the Life that 1s to come. 
' And I ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves Friends of the 
Mammon of wnrighteouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they may 


' 'f receive you into Everlaſting Habitations, Luke 16. g., 


Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do Good, 
that they be Rich in Good Works, ready to Diſtribute, willin 
to Communicate, laying up in Store for themſelves a go 
Foundation againſt the time to come, that _ may lay bold 
on Eternal Lit 1 Tim. 6. ip 18. 19. This is a faithful 
ſaying, and theſe things I will that thou x. oh conſtantly, 
hat they which heve believed in. God, mighe be careful 3s 
maintain Good Works ; theſe things are Good and Profutablſ 
unto Men, Titus 3. $: | 
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